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SHAW’S SHARINGS                                     PRAYER LETTER 65                                 
Raymond Shaw prepared this newsletter at the 8th of March.                      He went to be with the Lord on the 16th of March 2010 in the Netherlands at an age of 59 years.
Raymond had written this to you, all dear friends of him:                                                                                                   
                       AFFAIRS OF THE HEART.                                                             

The Bible makes many references to the state of our heart. The heart is often described as being hardened, broken, tender, glad, repentant, wicked, clean, and so on. However over the past 4 months these verses have come to mean so much to me Psalm 73 v 26 ‘ my flesh and my heart faileth, but GOD  is the strength of my heart, and my portion forever.’  John 14 v 27 ‘ ….let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.’                                                                  

As most of you will already know in October 2009, while in Kosove, I suffered a massive heart attack. The results of that attack, I will live with for the rest of my life. Firstly, the function of my heart’s pump has been reduced by over 50 %, my physical strength and energy levels are reduced considerably, in April I will need to have a pacemaker inserted, I will need medication for the rest of my life, and all this leading to a big change in our lives and ministry with CEF.                            

We often talk about ‘ getting to the heart of the matter ‘, and so we want to share with you, our dear friends and supporters all that has happened over the last 4 months, and the way we view the ministry for the future.                          

THE SUFFERING HEART.            

Sunday 18th. October, 2009, is burned into my heart, and brain. It was on that fateful day, I suffered ‘pain’ like I had never suffered before. The pain was so intense that I could not find any relief, no matter what I did. Finally realizing that something was very wrong, a doctor was called, and I was admitted to hospital double quick. The next 24 hrs were the hardest of my life, alone in a foreign hospital, thankfully I could speak the Alb-anion language, but deep in pain, and not knowing what was happening, and who to call for help. By the next morning, the worst seemed to be over, but the damage was done.                  

THE GLADSOME HEART.                  

As I awoke from a deep sleep, it was to see my bedside surrounded by many friends, and Christian believers from the churches in Gjakove. These dear people had heard of my illness, and had prayed through the night, and came to see for themselves the situation.    I flew home to Holland on the 20th. (not with the blessing of the hospital management) but with the prayers of GOD’S people and my trust in the LORD underpinning my journey. After many hours of travel by car, 2 aircraft flights, and a train journey I arrived home. I was totally exhausted, but overjoyed to be in Holland. Wilna my wife didn’t k now of my illness, and this news came as a great shock to her. NO! It cannot be, she said.                        

THE TROUBLED HEART.                                                                                                                         

Many questions filled our minds. What would we do now? What ministry could we carry on? Would our support be affected? Could we stay in CEF and still do our ministry? Would my health improve? How would the family cope with my illness? Thankfully all these doubts and concerns were swept away in the time to follow. The visit of our European leaders, along with Henry Berry, did a lot to ease our worries. ‘CEF is a family, families always care for each other’ Roy said. We were so relieved we could stay in CEF, and continue our ministry. The big response of family, friends and supporters was overwhelming. The number of get well cards, e-mails, phone calls, and the financial, and prayer support given has been amazing.  Your prayers have upheld us all, and Praise GOD since a ‘stint’ was inserted to open up a blocked blood vessel, my health has improved rapidly. Plans are made to insert an Interventional pacemaker on the 12th. April.  Praise GOD the troubled heart has found rest, and peace in HIM.                      

THE LOVING HEART.                                                                                                                               

It is in times of trouble that you cherish more the love of others close to you.             
My wife Wilna, and our 3 children have been such a blessing to me during this ‘dark time’.  Illness in the family can cause lots of tension. Our children had to get used with Papa, resting a lot, and it meant keeping the noise down. They have been most supportive, and accept the changes. Most of all the blessing of having a virtuous wife is well laid out in Proverbs 31  v 10 ‘ her price is above rubies’  v 11 ‘ the heart of her husband does safely trust in her..’  Their love and care has helped to heal the broken heart.                                                              

THE TRUSTING HEART.                                                                                                                         

Proverbs 3 v 5 gives us this lovely verse ‘ Trust in the LORD with all thy heart…’  We are trusting HIM for the future. We are sure that the future lies within CEF, and although the focus of our ministry will not change, we will have to prioritize what ministry’s we can carry out. More training, bigger emphasis on literature, building up a prayer ministry, and less direct ministry to the children.  Our need to recruit co-workers, and volunteers, and to train others to carry out the Royal command ‘ GO , you therefore, teach all nations, baptizing them…..’   
            These were the final words that Raymond wrote on the 8 of March.
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   Our home at the first and third floor of the house 
behind the church  (outside beside it he fell)  
       Raymond’s training of Sunday school teachers. 
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Raymond is preparing his Bible lesson.   

       Holiday club in February, helping the children   [image: image4.jpg]
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   Raymond was writing to friends till the last day.            
Family picture taken in January at his birthday          
Well done thy good and faithful servant..Enter into the joy of your master. Matth. 25:2
Paul said in Phil.2:21, 23 “I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far..”

 Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.  Matth 24:42
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